SOUTH SURREY GARDEN CLUB

JANUARY–FEBRUARY 2019

GARDEN CLIPPINGS
“The twelve months . . . Snowy, Flowy, Blowy, Showery, Flowery, Bowery,
Hoppy, Croppy, Droppy, Breeze, Sneezy, Freezy"— GEORGE ELLIS

WORDS FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
By Karen Ewing
INSPIRATION FROM PIONEERING GARDENERS

MONTHLY MEETINGS
St. Mark’s Anglican Church
12953 20th Avenue
7:00 pm, 4th Wednesday of
each month, except December
and August

NEWSLETTER
The Garden Clippings
newsletter is published six
times during the year:
January 15
July 15
March 15 September 15
May 15
November 15

Submissions from the
membership are welcome
and subject to editing.
Submissions must be noncommercial in nature and
must be word-processed. A
style guide is available upon
request. The deadline is the
1st of the month, 2 weeks
prior to publication. Send
inquiries to: owg@shaw.ca.
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As I gaze out the windows through the rain and mist at this time of
year, I find my gardening inspiration through reading about several
pioneering gardeners.
While there are many well-known gardeners who have formed the
landscape that is now a $4-billion industry in Canada, I find
inspiration from someone we can all thank for being such an
integral part of our club—Francisca Darts. As most of you know,
Francisca Darts and her husband Edwin purchased about 7.5 acres
in South Surrey in 1943. The property was covered in bush, and
quite a few stumps remained on the property from recent logging
activity. They had no water or electricity on the property, and no
power tools to clear the land. Through sheer ingenuity and will, the
Darts cleared enough land to plant an orchard. However, that focus
soon changed thanks to an Alpine Club of BC exhibit that Francisca
saw while attending the PNE. Fast–forward to today, to a garden
filled with amazing and often rare plants, trees, and shrubs.
Francisca and Edwin Darts created an incredible garden legacy, and
if you haven’t had a chance to visit it yet, I strongly encourage you
to put it on your list of gardens to visit in the spring!
Looking back a little farther than Francisca’s era, I am forever in awe
of Ada Anne Jordan. Born in 1888, and originally from California,
Ada Anne lived in England, South Africa, and the Canadian Prairies
as a child, eventually settling in Vancouver. She met her first
husband in Vancouver, and had to move to the remote coast of
Vancouver Island in order to save him from his opium addiction—
and to ensure that his family would continue to send money! If you
haven’t had a chance to read the book Cougar Annie’s Garden, I
highly recommend it. She was an amazing woman, who survived 4
husbands, bore 11 children, and lived on the land that she cleared
until she was 87!
CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO
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The garden she created on the remote west coast of Vancouver
Island was her main source of income, through the sale of seeds
and bulbs by mail order. Ada Anne also ran the only post office for
miles around, thus creating a small, self-sustaining business with the
tools she had available. I often wonder if Francisca Darts ever
purchased seeds from Ada Anne! The South Surrey Garden Club
library has a copy of the book if you want to read more about this
intrepid woman.
I am also amazed at the accomplishments of Gertrude Jekyll. Born
in 1843 in England, Gertrude studied at the South Kensington
School of Art, and went on to design over 400 gardens throughout
Britain and Europe, and a few in North America. She also found time
to write over 1000 articles for magazines such as Country Life and
The Garden. What is truly inspirational to me is that, according to
Wikipedia, “she was one of the first of her profession to take into
account the colour, texture, and experience of gardens as aspects
of her designs.” When I think about all the books that have been
written on the use of colour and texture in a garden layout, I am
reminded that Gertrude Jekyll was vastly ahead of her time with her
great advice. If you are interested in reading more about this
gardening pioneer, a book entitled The Gardens of Gertrude Jekyll
is available through the South Surrey Garden Club library. I
encourage you to check out our library to find your next inspiration!

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
By Marilyn Bryson
The SSGC budget that is prepared each year is based on an
estimate of how many dues-paying members we expect to have
and income from the annual plant sale. We then keep our proposed
expenditures for the year in line with this anticipated income.
This year’s budget is based on 286 dues-paying members, but we
only have 233 presently. We need more members! Our current
membership numbers are as follows:
✦
✦
✦
✦

Life members = 13
Expected membership = 286
Our membership as of the end of November = 233
Shortfall = 53

Please consider making a New Year's resolution to tell friends and
acquaintances about our wonderful club and the great value
belonging delivers, and encourage them to visit our next meeting.
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Dick Logie, Ernie Gray, &
Bryan Williams
Set-up
Ruth Sebastian
Goodies Coordinator
Carole Wood
Door Prize
Freddie Whiting
Audio Visual

SHOW WHAT YOU GROW
By Cindy Tataryn
We love to see what’s growing in your garden. The Grow and Show
table is set up in the back of the hall for each meeting. We would
like to encourage all members to bring in their garden treasures to
share with other members.
JANUARY
✦

Claude Hewitt
Lost & Found,
Monthly Plant Sale

You can bring in any garden treasure you would like to share.
Some examples are rose hips, holly, berries, and shrubs.

✦

Christine Deagle
Master Gardeners’ Desk

Look for colour, texture, foliage, interesting bark or berries.
Have a walk around your garden and if you love it, we are sure
that everyone else will too! Bring it in and show it off!

✦

Also, bring in your favorite garden photograph to share. Any
size is fine!

(Table Reservations)

Carol Wong
Sunshine Gardeners,
Darts Hill Weeders,
Plant Sale Committee
Kathy Starke
Open Gardens Coordinator
Linda Stanley Wilson
Phoning Committee,
Sunshine Greetings

Note: If you know someone in
need of a little sunshine, please
contact Linda.

Lee Bolton Robinson
Awards
Nominating Committee,
Greeters
Parents, Peace Arch Cubs
Clean-up
January Newsletter:
Linda Stanley Wilson, Pam
Robertson, Joan Galloway,
Cindy Tataryn, Sharon
Lawson, Marilyn Bryson,
Claude Hewitt, Lucina Perkin
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FEBRUARY
✦

Snowdrops, hellebores, heather, flowering branches, etc.

✦

Japanese Skimmia (Skimmia japonica ‘Rubella’)

✦

Spotted Japanese Laurel (Aucuba japonica ‘Variegata’)

✦

Sweet Box (Sarcococca confusa)

✦

American Sweet Gum (Liquidambar styraciflua ‘Worplesdon’)

✦

Bloodtwig Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea ‘Midwinter Fire’)

✦

Princess Tree (Paulownia tomentosa)

✦

Wintersweet (Chimonanthus praecox)

✦

Chinese Witch Hazel (Hamamelis mollis)

These are only suggestions; if you have something that you’ve
grown that you’d like to share, please bring it to the meeting.
Please remember to label your treasures if you know the name.
The Flower and Garden Show will be in June again this year, so
while you’re flipping through the seed catalogues, remember to
plant something you can enter into the show!!!
FLOWER ARRANGING LESSONS/WORKSHOPS
Flower arranging workshops will begin in the spring. There will be
two levels offered (descriptions, next page). Please contact Cindy
Tataryn at 604-585-6786 or email ctataryn@telus.net to sign up for
these lessons.
CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR

3

SOUTH SURREY GARDEN CLUB

JANUARY SPEAKER
JANUARY: DOUGLAS JUSTICE
THE ROLE OF BOTANICAL GARDENS IN
PLANT CONSERVATION
The Program Committee is pleased to start the
year off with our January speaker, Douglas
Justice from the UBC
Botanical Garden. He
will provide an insider’s
view of the important
role that botanical
gardens play in
preservation of species
and education. As
Douglas explains,
“botanical gardens are
much about colourful display and arboreal
grandeur. Until relatively recently, though,
botanical gardens mostly held collections of
exotic plants arranged for the pleasure of the
public. Today, botanical gardens tend to
emphasize education, research, and conservation
over exotic eye-candy. And while beautiful
arrangements of selected, clonally propagated
plants are always a draw, in botanical gardens,
more and more, the plants that are displayed are
seedlings derived from wild collections.”
Douglas has been at the UBC Botanical Garden
since January 2000. Along with responsibility for
horticulture and the living collections, his duties
in the garden include management and
instruction in the Horticulture Training Program.
He also teaches plant identification in the
university's Landscape Architecture program.
Douglas was a co-author of The Jade Garden:
New and Notable Plants from Asia and wrote a
field guide, Ornamental Cherries in Vancouver,
with volunteers from the Vancouver Cherry
Blossom Festival. He completed a mobile app
entitled Vancouver Trees and is now working to
complete a similar volume describing shrubs in
Vancouver.
JANUARY 15, 2019
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Douglas's curatorial responsibilities, as well as his
affiliations with a number of horticultural and
botanical organizations, have given him occasion
to travel extensively, both to visit gardens and
explore wild regions of the world. Representing
the UBC Botanical Garden, he is currently
involved in a five-year biodiversity conservation
initiative centred in the mountains of northern
Vietnam.
Locally, in South Surrey, Douglas has served for
many years as the university representative on the
Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society and
was the first chair of the society, having served on
the early task team to create the society. Douglas
has generously given his time to Darts Hill and
frequently shares fascinating stories with guests
on his popular tours of the garden. He is
invaluable as a member of the labelling team,
providing his expertise in tree identification and
species preservation.
FLOWER ARRANGING LESSONS/WORKSHOPS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE

LEVEL I: TRADITIONAL DESIGNS
Traditional designs such as Triangle, Asymmetrical
Triangle, Crescents, Vertical, Horizontal, and Table
Centrepiece will be demonstrated over six
workshops. The course will also cover different
types of plant material to use and how to
condition them, what type of containers to use,
and equipment. The instructor will walk you
through a different design style each lesson,
which you will make in your own container and
take home. Six lessons/workshops.
LEVEL II: INTERMEDIATE DESIGNS
Intermediate designs such as Parallel, Line, Mass,
Line-Mass, Creative Designs, Elements and
Principles, Techniques, contemporary containers,
and title interpretation will be covered in these
lessons. The instructor will demonstrate a
different design style each lesson, which you will
make in your own container and take home. Six
lessons/workshops.
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FEBRUARY SPEAKER
FEBRUARY: SUSAN MURRAY
GLORIOUS SPRING GARDENS OF WALES
South Surrey Garden Club member Susan Murray is well-known in the horticultural community, having
taught horticulture and arboriculture at the post-secondary level from 1979 to 2013 at both BCIT and
Kwantlen Polytechnic University. We are pleased that she is able to share her wisdom and experiences
with us as our February speaker.
Susan’s talk, Glorious Spring Gardens of Wales, will feature photos that Susan took when she visited
Wales in April 2018 with the Scottish Rhododendron Society. Twelve beautiful private and public Welsh
gardens, including Bodnant
Garden, Colby Woodland
Garden, Llysdinam Garden,
High Glanau Manor, and Picton
Castle Gardens, will be featured
in her presentation. Susan will
talk briefly about the history and
development of each garden
and share her images of the
outstanding collections of
rhododendrons, deciduous and
coniferous trees, and woodland
plants that graced each site.
Susan is passionate about plants
and photography, and has
collected thousands of images
Susan with a 1,000–year–old English yew in Wales.
of plants from around the world,
both in their native habitats and in garden settings. In 2019, she is planning to visit the native
landscapes of southwestern Australia to photograph wildflowers—and we may be able to convince her
to share more experiences with us.
Locally, the rhododendron and magnolia collections in Darts Hill Garden Park are favorite photography
subjects for Susan. Since first touring Darts Hill Garden with Francisca Darts in 1990, she has had a keen
interest in the plants in Darts Hill and is currently the chair of the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust
Society and the Darts Hill Garden Collection Committee.
Susan is also the author of Our Sylvan Heritage, a Guide to the Magnificent Trees of the South Fraser, a
full-colour book describing 350 tree species growing along the streets, in the parks, and in other public
spaces of the South Fraser Valley. If you’re interested in this book, you can find it in our SSGC library.
As a reminder, you can check to see which books we have at https://www.librarycat.org/lib/SSGC. The
South Surrey Garden Club library currently has approximately 600 garden-oriented books. Members in
good standing may borrow books for a period of one month or until the next regular meeting. A limit of
six books per individual may be borrowed at any one time.
JANUARY 15, 2019
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THE GARDEN SHED IN 2018
By Joan Galloway
Winter is the season of rest for the gardener, a
time for poring over seed catalogues and
puttering around cleaning and sharpening tools
and putting all into order for the coming
gardening season. For me it’s also the season for
reorganizing and cleaning the garden shed, a
task I’m always too busy to do during the
gardening season so by the end of the year it is
badly in need of it. It is, in fact, a disaster area.
The traditional garden shed was a utilitarian
structure either thrown together with leftover
lumber by someone handy or bought from Home
Depot. It was usually a square structure of wood
or metal with maybe a small window and a dirt or
concrete floor. In the corners could variously be
found shovels, rakes and brooms leaning in a
precarious tower threatening to fall over, a pile of
garden stakes in a likewise state, a tangled mass
of peony rings and other assorted garden
paraphernalia, and stacks of dirt-encrusted
garden pots of various sizes and shapes also
prone to toppling. The shelves were crowded
with hand tools, garden gloves (all dirty and
mostly left-handed), a collection of fertilizers and
garden chemicals (all non-toxic and natural of
course), tangles of bird netting, row covers, twine
and the like, and boxes of overwintering dahlia
tubers, cannas, etc. Large trugs, buckets, watering
cans and bags of potting soil completed the
contents. It looked chaotic but the intrepid
gardener knew where everything was.
Fast forward to 2018 where everything is
supposed to be clean and minimalist. Garden
sheds are now considered part of the aesthetic
design of the modern garden. They come in a
vast variety of shapes and sizes. There is the
shabby-chic cottagey one covered with profusely
flowering roses or clematis and sporting a bright
JANUARY 15, 2019

purple door, matching window trim and window
boxes filled with colorful annuals. There is an artsy
door knocker, a white cat reposing on a rocking
chair, and collections of antique gardening tools
displayed within. At the opposite end of the
spectrum is the graceful white colonial with an
elegant roofline, glistening black shutters and a
bluestone flag floor. Large windows fill the room
with light. A potting bench within is of stone with
an incorporated sink. A single polished wood
shelf above displays two or three artfully arranged
ornate clay pots and some garden-themed objets
d’art. There is a small round table with two dainty
chairs and a Nespresso machine. There is not a
trace of dirt to be seen. The whole has been rechristened “the She Shed” (as opposed to the
“Man Cave,” which is warm and cozy in the house).
Presiding over these paragons of garden design
perfection are the green-thumbed gardeners
themselves. She is a slim, attractive, 40ish blonde
with her hair pinned up under a wide brimmed
hat. A few enticing tendrils curling down her neck
show she has been working hard. She is dressed
in flowing trousers and matching shirt of
creaseless cream-colored linen accessorized with
brightly flowered, spotless gardening gloves. She
is carrying a wicker basket full of cut flowers or an
assortment of bright, flawless vegetables. She is
accompanied by her much older husband,
wearing a matching broad-brimmed hat, leather
patches on the elbows of his immaculately ironed
shirt and crisply creased gardening pants. He is
carrying a rake to show he has been working hard
too.
As I gaze at my shed and consider these images, I
conclude that I am obviously not a proper greenthumbed gardener. My garden shed (which is
really more of a cupboard) is a jumble and is full
CONTINUED ON PAGE SEVEN
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OUTSTANDING SERVICE
This year, at our AGM, the SSGC Executive
recognized two of our members by awarding the
Outstanding
Service
Award to
Gwen
Odermatt
and Gillian
Davis.
Because
both were
travelling at
the time,
they were brought up to the stage at our
November meeting so that we could thank them
in person for their many contributions to the club.
GWEN ODERMATT
The SSGC is fortunate to have as a member
internationally known gardener Gwen Odermatt.
Gwen shares her expertise across several groups
in addition to her contributions to the SSGC. She
sits on the Great Plant Picks Committee and is a
lecturer for the Master Gardeners’ program at Van
Dusen Gardens. At our club, Gwen has served as
our Plant Sale Coordinator, sat on our ‘expert’
panels, provided tips at meetings, and most
recently was our featured speaker. She is a
valuable resource, providing expert advice,
encouragement, and support to members. For
our upcoming Plant Sale, Gwen will once again
organize our propagation sessions.
Gwen has been very generous in inviting our
members over on numerous occasions to her
beautiful Petals and Butterflies garden. We are
pleased to honor Gwen for all of her
contributions to our club and the gardening
community.
GILLIAN DAVIS
Like many volunteers in the club, Gillian has worn
a number of hats and is always quick to step in
JANUARY 15, 2019
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and help where needed. In the words of one of
her nominators, Gillian is “very welcoming,
charming and engaging, and her nurturing
personality is one of the main reasons I have
stayed on as a member.” For the last seven years,
Gillian has been the chair of the Program
Committee, having just passed the mantle on to
Kathy Starke at the last AGM. During her tenure,
Gillian worked hard not only to guide the
committee in selecting interesting speakers and
workshops, but very importantly, developed the
procedure book with step-by-step instructions
and checklists for all of the Program Committee’s
responsibilities.
THE GARDEN SHED IN 2018
CONTINUED FROM PAGE SIX

of dirt. A photo of me in my garden attire would
show filthy jeans sporting the odd rip, bright blue
knee pads, a faded and baggy plaid shirt that
used to belong to my husband, and ancient
rubber garden shoes. My sleeves are rolled up to
expose a network of scratches on my arms
sustained when I was thrashing through the cedar
hedge ripping out encroaching ivy. My gloves are
mismatched and dirty. My hair started out in a
ponytail but half of it has escaped and is hanging
in my face. It is further decorated with twigs,
leaves and some spider webs. My glasses are
dirty and crooked, and there is dirt on my face
and nose from swiping my hair out of my eyes. I
am carrying a rubber trug overflowing with weeds
and garden debris and I am muttering oaths
about slugs, rabbits, and black spot. Glaring at
the dirt and disorder in my shed, I beat myself up
about my slovenly gardening habits. It’s cold and
starting to rain.
Fortunately, I come to my senses. I decide that my
jumbled garden shed and grubby garden attire
are reality; the other stuff is just fake gardening
news. I decide to head inside for a glass of hot
apple cider or eggnog and leave the garden shed
cleaning and organizing for another day.
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LIBRARY NEWS
By Sharon Lawson
For the winter edition of Garden Clippings, I
decided to write an article on the winter garden
books that we have available in the South Surrey
Garden Club library. January and February are
perfect months to take a look around your
garden as well as others to see if you might want
to incorporate a few more plants that have winter
interest. We have three books on the subject.
THE HORTICULTURE GARDENER’S GUIDES—
THE WINTER GARDEN
BY JANE STERNDALE–BENNETT
GARDEN TYPES
LIBRARY SHELF
This book is
divided into
sections that
highlight different
aspects of a winter
garden. It talks
about providing
the environment
for encouraging
birds to visit your
garden at this time
of year. Seed-eating birds will feast on the seed
of herbaceous plants that have been allowed to
stand through the winter. Leaving seed heads
also adds some structure and interest through
the winter, especially when frost or a dusting of
snow outlines the plant. Grasses can been left
most of the winter until most of the seed heads
start to fall over. The book has several pictures of
plants with snow and frost on them.
There are sections in the book on evergreens
(both conifers and broadleaf plants that provide
greenery throughout the year), architectural
plants, heathers, evergreen ferns, and winter
bulbs and flowers. There are also sections on
stems for colour, bark that is textured, plants for
JANUARY 15, 2019
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scent, plants for movement, and plants for taste.
There are a lot of examples of plants that provide
colour throughout the winter. It mentions how
white, cream, and silver variegation pick up light
in the winter as well as evenings in the summer.
Gold can bring some sunshine into the garden on
those dark, cold days. Grey foliage plants also
really show up in the winter, contrasting with dark
ones.
WINTER GARDENING
BY STEVEN BRADLEY
GARDEN TYPES
LIBRARY SHELF
This book describes
how to prepare gardens
for the coming and
passing of winter. It
discusses garden
design, seasonal
maintenance jobs and
indoor gardening. The
author gives suggestions for winter vegetables,
flowers, fruits, fragrant plants, trees, and shrubs.
WINTER
ORNAMENTALS
BY DANIEL HINKLEY
BC AND NW
LIBRARY SHELF
This is a small book but
it’s packed with lots of
information. Dan relates
that here in the Pacific
Northwest we can
usually garden all year
long. The plants are not
covered in snow for
several months so we
have the opportunity to plant things that give us
colour, texture, and form to add interest at this
time of year. He gives details on a number of
plants and has a list at the back of many plants for
different effects. He also lists a number of public
winter gardens that you could visit.
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PLANT SALE PLANNING & PROPAGATION
By Carol Wong

PLANT SALE CHAIRPERSON
The Plant Sale team of volunteers is already hard
at work planning this year’s big event, the Plant
Sale. As always it will take place on the Saturday
before Mother’s Day. This year, the date is May
11th and we will need LOTS of volunteers.
We are in need of two coordinators, one for the
kitchen and the other for the cleanup group on
Saturday. So, if you think either of these jobs is
something you could do, or you’d like to learn
more about the job, please get in touch with me:
cmillerwong@gmail.com. It would be great to
have these coordinators in place so that they can
join us on the committee and give us ideas and
suggestions.
We are also looking for your donations to our
plant sale (see Gwen’s propagation info below).
This year our gently used pots and tools area will
be overseen by Debbie Mellenger and Marion
Coyne. If you have something to contribute,
please let Debbie know at mellengers@shaw.ca.

Previously loved pots and tools.

By Gwen Odermatt

PLANT SALE PROPAGATION TEAM LEADER
It is never too early to start thinking about the
Plant Sale and propagation, as it is a major club
event and fundraiser. The main goal is always to
raise enough money to support the monthly
speakers who teach and entertain us and inspire
our gardening escapades. A second goal is to fill
our sale with an impressive array of quality plants:
JANUARY 15, 2019

ornamental and edible, unusual and familiar,
heritage and designer, tropical and hardy. Plants
of all types and kinds!
As you sit in your January easy chair, think about
the plants in your garden that would be a great
addition to the gardens of other garden club
members and the wider community. Think about
the treasures you have in your garden that bring a
smile to your face. Do you have enough to share
and pot up for the club sale? Make notes of the
possibilities and prepare a plan so that your
plants are growing in pots and ready for the sale
on Saturday, May 11th.
There are two ways to contribute to the plant sale
propagation team. Your fabulous plants can earn
you money at the sale and give you a lovely bonus
to spend on more plants for your garden. All you
need to do is prepare them for the sale.
Alternatively, you can donate those fabulous
plants to the club, increasing the club’s profit.
Either way, you will have more room in your
garden for more plants.
The propagation team that we are forming is
prepared to help you if you are unable to do your
own digging, potting, and preparing of the plants.
Donations from outside the club are also
gratefully accepted—perhaps from a friend or
family member, or a neighbour who is moving.
Propagation is the essence of gardening. Rookie
or pro, we all learn by participating. Right now we
are looking for propagation helpers and learners.
There will be a propagating workshop Thursday,
February 28 to learn some new skills, including
scaling of bulbs. There will be a seed-growing
workshop March 1. Potting of donated plants will
be March 7, depending on the weather.
Sign-up sheets will be at the January meeting. If
you cannot make the January meeting or have
questions or offers of plants, please contact me at
604-530-9205 or petalsandbutterflies@shaw.ca.
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NOVEMBER SOCIAL

A little entertainment from Linda and Lorna and an enthusiastic welcome from our greeters.

Good company and good food!

Photos by Doug Robinson and Linda Stanley Wilson

Thanks to Program Committee members Kathy Starke & Heather Parker for organizing the social.
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WREATH-MAKING WORKSHOP

Making wreaths at the Maple Activity Centre at Darts Hill Garden.

Photos contributed by Kathy Starke and Lori Ross.
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