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I found out about this book accidentally in the Maclean's book review section. Infected with the 
enthusiasm radiating from the brief review, I looked for the book in a public library only to find out that 
it was not there yet, although the title was on the Library's short shopping list. Not discouraged, I put my 
name on the waiting list. The wait lasted almost five months but the book was definitely worth it.  

Brilliant Green is a hard-covered, relatively short book of 192 pages divided into five chapters. It was 
originally written in Italian by Stefano Mancuso, the director of the International Laboratory of Plant 
Neurobiology in Florence, Italy. Its co-author, Alessandra Viola, is a scientific journalist, writer of 
documentaries, and television scriptwriter.  

In Brilliant Green the authors present a new paradigm in our understanding of the plant world. They 
elegantly combine a historical perspective with the latest research in plant science, particularly 
neuroscience. By the way, the historical perspective is surprisingly wide, starting from Democritus and 
Aristotle, through Carl Linnaeus and Charles Darwin (and his son, Francis) to Jagadish Chandra Bose and 
Nigel Fechner.  

The book's message is simple and shocking. Humans have always believed, and still do, that they are the 
most important living beings on the planet and everything revolves around them. In consequence, they 
arrogantly underestimate plants, treating them as stationary furniture or at best as passive, insensitive 
machines. However, discoveries over the past fifty years have challenged these ideas and new light has 
been shed on the extraordinary capabilities of plants. According to the authors, plants are equipped 
with five senses similar to ours, despite lacking our sensory organs. Moreover, they also possess at least 
15 other senses that we don’t have, like locating sources of water, sensing gravity and electromagnetic 
fields, or measuring chemicals in the air and soil. And there is more. The authors strongly believe that 
plants are organisms with a capacity for acquiring, storing, sharing, processing, and utilizing information 
collected from the environment they live in. They are intelligent and aware. And since plants are 
endowed with intelligence, they have another ability related to this property: they can sleep. Plants lack 
a single powerful brain but instead they have millions of computing structures located in root apices. 
These structures work together in a complex network that can be compared to the internet. The closing 
chapter of the book can shock with its radical suggestion: plants should be guaranteed rights, dignity, 
and respect. 

The authors’ vision of plant life is far more sophisticated than most people dare to imagine. Many ideas 
are truly revolutionary and the book sometimes resembles a passionate manifesto. Are plants truly 
brilliant green creatures? Read the book and find out.  
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