
South Surrey Garden Club 

Minutes of Executive Meeting 

16 July 2018    Home of Lee Bolton Robinson 

 

Present: Lee Bolton Robinson, Claude Hewitt, Dorothy Brown, Cindy Tataryn, Susan Lockhart, 

Melodie Brandon, Sharon Lawson, Linda Stanley Wilson, Marilyn Bryson, Karen Ewing, Brenda 

Woosnam  

Absent: Lorna Fraser, Dale Kastanis, Gillian Davis, Anna Ludwinowski 

 

Lee Bolton Robinson opened the meeting by thanking everyone for the delicious pot luck 

dinner that we’d enjoyed.  

 

Sunshine 

Karen Ewing reported that cards had recently been sent to Joan Galloway whose 

husband has colon cancer and to Brenda Woosnam whose brother has colon cancer. 

Several other recipients of sunshine cards were proposed. Ann Colter’s husband has 

died; Tessa Scott’s husband has had a heart attack and Marion Coyne’s husband, who 

has cancer, is in palliative care.. 

 

Previous Minutes 

 MOTION: It was moved by Linda Stanley Wilson and seconded by Sharon Lawson that 

the Minutes of the Executive Meeting of 18 June 2018 be approved as circulated. 

Approved. 

MOTION: It was moved by Melodie Brandon and seconded by Karen Ewing that the 

Minutes of the General Meeting of 27 June 2018 be approved as circulated. Approved.   

 

Locker Resolution 

Karen reported that the resolution to switch to a storage locker in North Surrey with a 

cheaper rent, which had been presented and voted on by email, was defeated. Thus the 

club will stay with the current locker in South Surrey. Claude had been there to see if he 

could negotiate a better rate but the manager was not present. He was advised to make 

the points that we were a non-profit organization, our tenancy was long term and that we 

also do community service by providing a scholarship. 

ACTION: Karen and Claude will approach the manager of Sunnyside Storage with a view 

to negotiating a lower rental rate.     

 

Budget 

The budget to be voted on is as it was presented in the email of 4 July 2018 to the SSGC 

membership which announced the AGM.  Dorothy circulated copies of this budget (2019 

budget V4, 2018-07-16). 



Dorothy will explain the figures regarding the scholarship and how a jar will be used to 

collect donations to be used for the scholarship. With regard to the storage locker, it was 

felt that the Asset List (link on website and printed in July newsletter) will demonstrate to 

members just how much material and equipment the Club has.  

MOTION: It was moved by Dorothy Brown and seconded by Sharon Lawson that the 

draft budget for 2018-2019 be approved by the executive prior to presentation to the 

membership. Approved.    

Dorothy distributed the Statement of Operations and the Statement of Assets and 

Liabilities for the period ended 30 June 2018. There were no questions. 

 

Member Recognition Awards  

Melodie Brandon expressed that she, as chairperson, was not entirely comfortable with 

the process this year regarding Member Recognition Awards. Support for nominees was 

anecdotal and no one filled in a nomination form. In the future it needs to be made clear 

to members what the criteria and the process are. She would like to see the policy, 

process and nomination form revised.  

ACTION: Linda will include the announcement regarding awards for members on the 

calendar of tasks to be done by the executive and will include information in the 

newsletter. 

ACTION: Melodie volunteered to form and chair a committee to review the present 

process, criteria and nomination forms for the Member Recognition Awards. 

 

Vacant Executive Positions for 2018-2019 

Melodie has pursued many members but no one has been willing to stand for the 

positions of vice-president, secretary and plant sale chairperson. It was suggested that if 

no one took charge of the plant sale the fees would need to be increased by 

approximately $10 per member.   

 ACTION: Each executive member should ask at least one club member to stand for an 

executive position.   

 

AGM Agenda 

 Welcome 

 Announcements Dorothy asked that an announcement be made that growers  

    who want their yellow tags back should see Dorothy. 

 

 Minutes of 2017 AGM read by Brenda and approved 

 

 Budget  Dorothy to present the motion to accept the budget 

    Ask for a seconder 
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    Open for discussion 

    Vote on the motion 

 Constitution  Lee to present the motion to accept the Constitution and By- 

    Laws   

    Ask for a seconder 

    Open for discussion 

    Vote on the motion 

  

 Election  Conducted by Melodie 

 

 Close of AGM Lee to pass the gavel to Karen 

 

 Member Recognition Awards  Conducted by Melodie 

 

 Panel Discussion 

 

With regard to the Revised Constitution and By-Laws, Linda suggested that, given that 

there are some suggestions for further revisions, it could be presented as a living 

document which can be improved upon and changed in the future.  

 

Program for July Meeting 

Apparently the panel of experts who are to talk and answer questions at the July meeting 

is not yet firmly fixed.  

 

Website 

Susan Lockhart has been working on the design of a new website using the Weebly 

platform. It is still a work in progress but, from the feedback she has received, people 

seem to be pleased with it. Her goal is to keep it simple. It will cost $5 a month or $10 

with a membership program. We must also pay for the domain name.  

 

Flower and Garden Show 

Cindy Tataryn reported that the total cost of this year’s Flower and Garden Show was 

$808.47. Ribbons and Rosettes cost $400 for two years. The number of exhibits reached 

a five year high. There were 117 chairs filled and in addition some people were standing 

in the back of the hall.  

 

Logistics 

Claude noted that Daniel’s last meeting as the technical support will be the AGM. He will 

be thanked publically and given a card. Freddie, our new tech. person, will observe the 

technical set up at the July meeting.  
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ACTION: Claude to contact Daniel to return all the equipment at the July meeting. 

ACTION: Karen to obtain a thank you card for Daniel. 

 
 

Newsletter 

Linda reported that 279 members received the July newsletter by email, 213 opened the 

email and 137 recipients clicked on the link to the newsletter. There were 25 copies 

printed and 21 or 22 were mailed out. 

There was some discussion on how best to receive information in a timely manner on 

speakers and events for the newsletter and the website. Linda will work with the new 

Program Chair to develop a more efficient communication process for the newsletter that 

will also benefit other members of the executive who liaise with the Program Committee. 

 

Library 

Sharon has renewed the membership for Librarycat until June 2019, however she will not 

renew it next year since it is little used and takes up a significant part of the library 

budget. In the coming year she will transfer all of the books onto an Excel spreadsheet. 

ACTION: Linda stated she would try to promote the use of Librarycat. 

 

Membership 

Marilyn conveyed the information from Dale that there were 317 members. Dale will be at 

the AGM but Marilyn will not be. They will meet together after the election so that Dale 

can show Marilyn the necessary procedures. 

ACTION: Marilyn needs to send an email to Melodie (cc.Lee) letting her know that she 

accepts the nomination as Membership Chairperson. 

 

There was further discussion regarding the Weebly website and the features of the 

various price levels. Weebly’s membership function consists of a spreadsheet of member 

information which is not password protected. It was suggested that it would be unsafe 

practice to have personal emails and phone numbers open to all.  

A possible solution for meeting the club’s needs might be: 

 

 Weebly: a $5/month account for the website plus purchase of the domain name.  

              plus  $100/per annum for the SSL certificate 

    plus 

 Member information to go on a password protected Excel spreadsheet 

    plus 

 Mail Chimp: (free) for individual and group emails to members. Linda will test this 

 option out during the summer.  
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