
South Surrey Garden Club 

Minutes of Executive Meeting 

19 February 2018    St. Mark’s Anglican Church 

 

Present: Lee Bolton Robinson, Dorothy Brown, Susan Lockhart, Linda Stanley Wilson, 

Gillian Davis, Karen Ewing, Melodie Brandon, Brenda Woosnam, Cindy Tataryn, Sharon 

Lawson, Claude Hewitt, Dale Kastanis, Anna Ludwinowski 

Absent: Lorna Fraser, Marilyn Bryson 

 

Additions to the Agenda 

The President opened the meeting at 7:15 pm by talking about some of the changes that 

are happening to the SSGC due to, among other things, changing demographics in this 

area. Some of these changes are being imposed on the club and we need to be aware of 

them and reconsider who we are, what we are doing and why. This will enable the club to 

respond proactively by growing, adapting and marketing our club. 

The awarding of the SSGC scholarship to a student at Kwantlen Polytechnic University will 

take place in April. The executive was reminded that a decision had previously been made 

to invite the scholarship winner to a club meeting to briefly introduce him or herself and to 

be given a year’s free membership. This could take place any time after April. 

Susan Lockhart and Lee proposed a change to the duties of the Communication 

Chairperson. 

It was moved by Cindy Tataryn and seconded by Karen Ewing that the duties of the 

Communications Chairperson, Item 1, be amended from “report as needed” to “report at 

each monthly Executive Meeting.” Approved. 

 

Previous Minutes 

It was moved by Claude Hewitt and seconded by Dorothy Brown that the Minutes of the 

Executive Meeting of 15 January 2018 be approved as circulated. Approved. 

It was moved by Cindy Tataryn and seconded by Linda Stanley Wilson that the Minutes of 

the General Meeting of 24 January 2018 be approved as circulated. Approved. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Finance 

Treasurer Dorothy Brown reported that the budget for the 2017-2018 financial year had now 

been updated to reflect the raised membership fee introduced with effect from 1 September 

2017. Consequently this will be reflected in the financial statements produced for the period 

ending 31 January 2018 and going forward.  

Dorothy pointed out that the rental of the storage locker is substantially more than budgeted 

for ($2079 p.a. vs $1200 p.a.) and the purchase of insurance for the locker was not 

anticipated in the budget. Because the club is running a deficit budget, these extra 

expenditures are in contravention of Bylaw 7.  



 Communication/ Webmaster  

Susan reminded the executive that the club has used Wild Apricot as its website provider 

for about five years. Renewal this year was over $1,000 and other website expenses were 

about $300. Susan has been notified that the fee will increase by $20 per month (along with 

improved services which are of no use to the club.) Her conclusion is that the cost of this 

site is becoming prohibitive.   

Susan has consulted with Linda Stanley Wilson, who is looking at other options. Linda 

explained that if the club simply wanted to send emails, this can be done for free. There are 

a number of websites that cost about $100 per year. Most of what we are paying for is the 

membership functions such as the membership directory. Dale pointed out that on the Wild 

Apricot site it is easy to enter member information but questioned whether all the 

information was necessary. It was noted that the privacy settings on Wild Apricot are useful. 

Several people mentioned services that they were using such as Constant Contact or Mail 

Chimp. It was proposed that we first need to decide what it is we need in a website. 

ACTION: Members of the executive are asked to inform Linda by email of what they feel is 

important on the current site. 

Susan pointed out that our subscription to Wild Apricot is active until November. However, 

new figures would have to be included in next year’s budget which is presented to the 

executive in May.   

ACTION: Susan, Dale and Linda will consider the available information and make a 

recommendation to the executive. 

 

Plant Sale 

Anna Ludwinowski reported that Christine Deagle has offered her assistance on the Plant 

Sale Committee and Gwen Odermatt has agreed to be in charge of propagation. Gwen 

would like to have the propagation done at her home and she will keep the plants there. A 

date hasn’t yet been set but there will be just one day allocated for propagation.  

The Ewanyshyns are moving at the end of February and they had offered some plants for 

the Plant Sale. Anna will contact them. There are also two truckloads of plants from Debbie 

Mellinger’s brother being kept at Anna’s house.  

ACTION: Anna will speak at the general meeting about the Plant Sale, signing up for 

propagation and about helping on the committee with logistics and with 

marketing/advertising. Claude volunteered to help with logistics. 

 

Membership 

Dale reported that there were 294 members. Of these, 11 are life members and 11 have 

complimentary membership due to opening their gardens. This leaves 272 paid members. 

 

Program 

Gillian informed us that there was positive feedback on Tasha Murray’s presentation in  

January on Invasive Species.  It’s five years since Tasha last spoke to the club and there is  
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much new information since then.  

Roger Phillips’ two workshops on Mason bees were well attended. 

Richard Hebda will be speaking on Native Plants in February. He will need two tables for 

the sale (cash only) of specialty snow drops and some books and bulletins. 

The March speaker will be James Spears (vegetables). 

In April there will be two speakers from Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden. 

On 19 May there will be a 2 ½ acre alpine garden in Chilliwack open to our club members. 

Melodie Brandon will conduct a succulent workshop in April. 

 

Flower and Garden Show 

Cindy had nothing to report at this time. 

 

Newsletter 

Linda reminded us of the 1 March deadline for anything that will appear in the newsletter 

coming out on 15 March.  

She is posting everything that the club does on Instagram in an effort to attract new and 

younger members. Susan mentioned that she sends club information to the “Seize the 

Spade” Facebook page. We were urged to “like” these posts about SSGC activities 

because it is important for readers to “like” content in order for it to spread. 

Regarding the “Seize the Spade” Facebook page, Karen has spoken to Juhli Farrell about 

opening the page up to non-members. Juhli posted to the page’s members asking if they 

wanted that.  

ACTION: Karen to follow up with Juhli. 

Linda is still hoping that there will be more input regarding a club brochure before she 

produces a next draft but she promised to have something ready for the BCCGC AGM  

on 10 March.  

Lee asked that the Yahoo discussion group, moderated by David Broomhead, should also 

be considered by the Communications Committee.  

 

Logistics 

Claude announced that an insurance policy for the storage unit was taken out on 17 

January for a period of 12 months. He requested that members be asked in a notice to 

return items for the storage unit to him. He would like everything turned in by the first two 

weeks in March in order to inventory and organise the items. Members could be asked if 

anyone has shelving to donate or perhaps a club member with woodworking skills, such as 

Larry McLennan, could help with this. 

 

Library 

ACTION: Sharon will take responsibility for updating the list of garden websites found under 

“Resources” on the club website. 
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BCCGC Meeting and Sunshine Update 

Karen issued a gentle reminder of the BCCGC meeting happening on 10 March. She hopes 

that there will be good representation from our club.  

There have been few requests for sunshine cards to be sent out, apart from one to Lorna 

Fraser on the loss of her brother.  

ACTION: Remind members at the meeting that Karen should be contacted if anyone has 

suffered a loss or injury so that a card can be sent from the club. 

 

Information Streamlining 

 Ideas were explored on how the club needs to reach out to a wider audience. Reference 

was made to last meeting’s visitor who had a bad experience of feeling unwelcomed. It was 

agreed that attending meetings as a newcomer is intimidating. If we wish to increase our 

membership we have to make newcomers feel welcome. Reviving the group of greeters 

and having a brochure to give to people are two steps we can take. 

ACTION: Linda and Lorna will take on responsibility for organising greeters and drawing up 

a list of what they will do.  

 

Revisions to Constitution and Bylaws 

A committee has been struck and will meet next Monday 26 February. The deliberations of 

the previous committee will be considered. A major issue is that some aspects of the Plant 

Sale are unconstitutional.  Any changes to the constitution would need to be presented in 

the newsletter to be voted on at the AGM. 

 

General Meeting Agenda 

 Karen: the budget oversight and sunshine cards. 

 Anna:  the Plant Sale and propagation 

 Claude: storage locker and inventory 

 Gillian: program 

 

Club Finances 

Karen brought up the fact that, with the decrease in membership numbers the club will 

experience a much larger deficit than has been projected, despite the increased fees. She 

suggested that we needed to look at ways to decrease spending for the remainder of the 

year. It was suggested that we reduce the number of door prizes and Cindy was asked to 

look at ways to reduce spending on the Flower and Garden Show. Having a social event 

rather than a speaker was also suggested but all this year’s speakers are lined up. 

Increasing income from the Plant sale yielded several proposals to be further considered. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm 
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Minutes recorded by Brenda Woosnam 


